
The search for Peace

As the war for liberation escalated, RPF still attempted to seek peaceful ways of resolving the conflict. On March 29th,
1991, in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the RPF and the then Government of Rwanda signed the N'sele
Ceasefire Agreement which provided for, among other things, cessation of hostilities, withdrawal of foreign troops,
exchange of prisoners of war and finally, seriuos political negotiations to end the conflict.
Immediately after signing the agreement, the Government of Rwanda ridiculed the said agreement as the war between
RPF and government forces intensified.The Arusha peace agreement:
As the regime became more desperate, massacres of Batutsi in various parts of the country became widespread in a
deliberate effort of ethnic cleansing. The regime used violence to harass and silence the emerging internal political
opposition. Violence was also used to derail the peace process. After a long period of negotiation that took place in
Arusha, Tanzania, the Arusha Peace Agreement was signed on August 4th, 1993. 

The Arusha Peace Agreement was structured around five pillars:
I.    The establishment of the rule of law; 
II.   Power-sharing 
III.  Repatriation and resettlement of refugees and internally displaced people; 
IV.   The integration of armed forces; and 
V.    Other miscellaneous provisions. 
The Arusha Peace Agreement was signed on August 4th, 1993 and was supposed to have been implemented within 37
days, beginning with the establishment of the institutions of the presidency, cabinet and the National Assembly. A United
Nations force was supposed to oversee this process. RPF honoured all its commitments when in December 1993 it sent
600 of its troops to Kigali, as well as members of the Executive who were supposed to be members of the transitional
government. The mind of the regime on the other hand, was focused on the preparation for genocide. 

The Arusha Peace Agreement was never implemented although its principal provisions now constitute the Fundamental
Law of the Republic of Rwanda.
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